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Ascension Sunday—7th Sunday of Easter
24 May 2020

9:00 A.M.

We’re glad you’re here at our virtual worship
service! We’re a group of people from all different
backgrounds who love to learn about what God has done for
us. You and everyone are welcome to learn about God with
the people of St. John’s and find helpful guidance for your
life. Feel free to bring us your questions, or your feedback so
we can improve. Or ask how to be part of a group
conversation about faith in Jesus.
We would love to stay in contact with you. Let us know
how you want to be contacted: email us so we can use your
email address to send pertinent info as often as you want, or
call us with your phone number so we can call, or mail us your
mailing address. God bless your week. Hear God’s Word
with us again!

Welcome!

Pre-Worship Pondering:

—Josua Wegelin

On Christ's ascension I now build the hope of my ascension.
This hope alone has always stilled all doubt and apprehension;
For where the Head is, there as well
I know His members are to dwell
When Christ shall come and call them.
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Since Christ returned to claim His throne, great gifts for me obtaining,
My heart shall rest in Him alone, no other rest remaining,
For where my Treasure went before,
There all my thoughts shall ever soar
To still their deepest yearning.

The Lord Serves His People
Worship Theme
Hymn

Christ Ascended! Rejoice!
#172

Invocation
Pastor: In the name of the Father, who created us to be His children—
and of the Son,  who redeemed us from all rebellion against the
Lord—and of the Holy Spirit, who brought us to faith and keeps us
in faith through the gospel in Word and Sacraments.

Congregation: Amen. We are God’s children through faith in
Jesus. So we rejoice to celebrate Christ’s resurrection and
His ascension.
Confession and Absolution
P: In His great love God gives us the opportunity to confess our sins to
Him. He calls each of us to come humbly before Him and ask His
forgiveness for our many wrongs. We have the assurance that God
will hear our confession because He has promised to listen.

C: Lord God, I confess my inability to keep You first in my
life. My service toward Your Kingdom sometimes fades
in the midst of my own priorities and agenda.
P: Your Word stirs up our love for others, and yet we regularly become
self-centered again.

C: You said I am Your witness. I am to share the good news
about Your love and forgiveness through Jesus. But I often
find it more comfortable to keep the gospel to myself.
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P: Too often we look critically at those around us and then allow our
judgments to keep us from showing love.

C: Lord, please forgive me for the sake of Jesus. He gave up
His life willingly to restore my relationship with You fully.
P: The apostle John writes: “If we live in the light as He is in the light,
we have fellowship with one another,

C: and the blood of Jesus His Son washes us clean from every
sin...
P: If we confess our sins, He will keep His promise...

C: He will forgive our sins and wash away all unrighteousness”
(1 John 1:7,9 NET).
P: God looks on us with favor because of Jesus’ life and His death on
the cross. God’s forgiveness is complete and thorough. It comes to
us in the name of the Father, and of the Son  and of the Holy
Spirit. May the power of His forgiving love enable you to walk in all
His ways and live according to His will.

C: Amen. We are the forgiven people of God! This is most
certainly true.
P: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.

♫♪ Song of Praise

tune: CW171

A hymn of glory let us sing! New songs
throughout the world shall ring: Alleluia! Alleluia!
Christ, by a road before un-trod,
ascends unto the throne of God. Alleluia! (5x)
Be now our joy on earth, O Lord,
and be our future great reward. Alleluia! Alleluia!
Then, throned with You forever, we
shall praise Your name eternally. Alleluia! (5x)
Prayer of the Day
P: Lord Jesus, King of glory, we are glad to celebrate that You
ascended to the Father’s right hand where You rule all things for
the benefit of Your Church. Although You visibly left, we know You
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have not left us alone. Grant us the Spirit of truth, the Comforter, so
that at Your command and by Your power we may be Your witnesses
in all the world, especially here in our corner of it.

C: We ask this of You because You are alive and continue to
reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever. Amen.
First Lesson
Acts 1:1-11
1
In my former book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus
began to do and to teach 2until the day he was taken up to
heaven, after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to the
apostles he had chosen. 3After his suffering, he showed
himself to these men and gave many convincing proofs that he
was alive. He appeared to them over a period of forty days
and spoke about the kingdom of God. 4On one occasion, while
he was eating with them, he gave them this command: “Do not
leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father promised,
which you have heard me speak about. 5For John baptized
with water, but in a few days you will be baptized with the
Holy Spirit.” 6So when they met together, they asked him,
“Lord, are you at this time going to restore the kingdom to
Israel?” 7He said to them: “It is not for you to know the times
or dates the Father has set by his own authority. 8But you will
receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you
will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and
Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 9After he said this, he
was taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud hid him from
their sight. 10They were looking intently up into the sky as he
was going, when suddenly two men dressed in white stood
beside them. 11“Men of Galilee,” they said, “why do you stand
here looking into the sky? This same Jesus, who has been
taken from you into heaven, will come back in the same way
you have seen him go into heaven.”
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P: Ascribe to the LORD the glory due His name;

C: worship the LORD in the splendor of His holiness. (Ps 29:2)
Psalm of the Day

Psalm 47 (p. 84 in the hymnal)

Epistle Lesson
1 Peter 4:12-17; 5:6-11
12
Dear friends, do not be surprised at the painful trial you are
suffering, as though something strange were happening to you.
13
But rejoice that you participate in the sufferings of Christ, so
that you may be overjoyed when his glory is revealed. 14If you
are insulted because of the name of Christ, you are blessed, for
the Spirit of glory and of God rests on you. 15If you suffer, it
should not be as a murderer or thief or any other kind of
criminal, or even as a meddler. 16However, if you suffer as a
Christian, do not be ashamed, but praise God that you bear
that name. 17For it is time for judgment to begin with the
family of God; and if it begins with us, what will the outcome
be for those who do not obey the gospel of God? 5:6Humble
yourselves, therefore, under God’s mighty hand, that he may
lift you up in due time. 7Cast all your anxiety on him because
he cares for you. 8Be self-controlled and alert. Your enemy
the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for
someone to devour. 9Resist him, standing firm in the faith,
because you know that your brothers throughout the world are
undergoing the same kind of sufferings. 10And the God of all
grace, who called you to his eternal glory in Christ, after you
have suffered a little while, will himself restore you and make
you strong, firm and steadfast. 11To him be the power for ever
and ever. Amen.
P: You have heard the Word of the Lord.

C: Thanks be to God!
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♪♫ Alleluia Verse

tune:CW171

O risen Christ, ascended Lord, all praise to You let earth
accord: Alleluia! Alleluia!
You are, while endless ages run, with Father and with Spirit
one. Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!
Gospel
Luke 24:44-53
44
He said to them, “This is what I told you while I was still
with you: Everything must be fulfilled that is written about me
in the Law of Moses, the Prophets and the Psalms.” 45Then he
opened their minds so they could understand the Scriptures.
46
He told them, “This is what is written: The Christ will suffer
and rise from the dead on the third day, 47and repentance and
forgiveness of sins will be preached in his name to all nations,
beginning at Jerusalem. 48You are witnesses of these things. 49I
am going to send you what my Father has promised; but stay
in the city until you have been clothed with power from on
high.” 50When he had led them out to the vicinity of Bethany,
he lifted up his hands and blessed them. 51While he was blessing them, he left them and was taken up into heaven. 52Then
they worshiped him and returned to Jerusalem with great joy.
53
And they stayed continually at the temple, praising God.
P: You have heard the Gospel of the Lord.

C: Praise be to Christ!
Hymn of the Day

#174

Sermon
Genesis 5:21-24
21
When Enoch had lived 65 years, he became the father of
Methuselah. 22And after he became the father of Methuselah,
Enoch walked with God 300 years and had other sons and
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daughters. 23Altogether, Enoch lived 365 years. 24Enoch walked
with God; then he was no more, because God took him away.

Because Jesus Ascended, Be Like Enoch
Walk With God... ...Till He Takes You Home

Profession of Faith

Luther’s Explanation of the 2nd Article
of the Apostles’ Creed

I believe that Jesus Christ, true God, begotten of the Father
from eternity, and also true man, born of the virgin Mary is
my Lord.
He has redeemed me, a lost and condemned creature,
purchased and won me from all sins, from death, and from the
power of the devil, not with gold or silver, but with His holy,
precious blood and with His innocent suffering and death.
All this He did that I should be His own, and live under
Him in His kingdom, and serve Him in everlasting
righteousness, innocence, and blessedness, just as He has risen
from death and lives and rules eternally.
This is most certainly true.
Gathering of the Thank Offering
Prayers of the Church
Lord’s Prayer
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, And forgive us
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us,
And lead us not into temptation, But deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
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Hymn

#170

Final Prayer
P: Lord Jesus, we have heard the good news that You are the King of
the universe and Savior of all. Preserve our faith in this Gospel so
that we may trust in Your mercy and serve You as loyal subjects.
We ask it of You because You live and reign with the Father and the
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C (speaks): Amen.
Blessing
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine on
you and be gracious to you. The Lord look on you with His favor
and grant you His  peace.

C: Amen.
Final Hymn

#169*
Acknowledgments

Scripture taken from the HOLY BIBLE, NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION. Copyright © 1973,
1978, 1984 International Bible Society. Used by permission of Zondervan Bible Publishers.

Material reprinted from CW: Service of the Word by permission of Northwestern Publishing
House because this congregation has purchased enough copies of CW.

Memory Verse of the Month
Titus 3:5
God saved us, not because of righteous things we had done,
but because of his mercy. He saved us through the washing
of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit.
BIRTHDAYS this week are; Bill Fuhrman, Dana Handshaw,
Diane Bergman, Darline Howatt, Jeff Lee, Doug Carlson, Tammy
Moyer, Bob Wolff, Gene Asleson and Sheri Sexton. Please send
corrections and additions to the office Monday - Friday, 8 am - 3
pm at 345-3523 or email office@stjohnslakecity.com.
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SERVING THE LORD AND US
May 24, 2020
Preacher: Pastor Nathan Cordes 651-448-3559 KnowJesusBetter@StJohnsLakeCity.com
Organist: Joyce Zillgitt
Audiovisual Techs: Chris Fischer, Kristi Gross
Flower Committee for May: Judy Lortscher and Lois Brinkman
Our LES Teachers:
Mr. David Zabel, Principal, Gr. 6-8 Miss Katie Siverly, Gr. PK
Mrs. Denise Steffenhagen, Gr. K
Mrs. Jamie Fischer, Gr. PK
Mrs. Erin Achey, Gr. 1-2
Miss Molly Ring, Gr. 3-5

Some of the Ways We Responded to Jesus’ Love
Attendance last week
Sunday Morning Worship–God knows
Sunday Bible Class – 0 Men’s Bible Class – 0
G.R.O.W – 0 W.E.B.S. – 0
We thank the Lord for moving us to give generously for the spread of God’s Word!
Monthly financial reports are available on the information desk
or by email or U.S. Mail.

RETIREMENT GIFT After teaching Kindergarten at St. John’s
for seven years and teaching in our WELS Lutheran Elementary
Schools for 25 years, Denise Steffenhagen is retiring from the fulltime public ministry of the gospel. We’d like to send her off with a
nice appreciation. Our Administrative Board is encouraging
members of St. John’s to send cards and/or gifts of money to the
church: 520 W Chestnut St, Lake City, MN 55041. Cards will be
placed in a basket and delivered to Mrs. Steffenhagen. Make
checks payable to St. John’s. It’s ok to include your check inside
your card because we’ll open all envelopes so we can process the
gifts. If you prefer to give a gift of cash, please drop it off at the
church office—don’t mail cash. But be sure your cash gift is
labeled as “gift for Denise Steffenhagen.”
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Opportunities for Learning and Spending Time Together Virtually
May 24, 2020 – May 31, 2020

Sunday
9:00 AM Live-stream of our
service on YouTube
10:30 AM Rebroadcast of 9 AM
service on local cable
Channel 18

Thursday
9:00 AM Catechism lessons for St.
John’s school students

Monday

Sunday – Last Sunday Offering
9:00 AM Live-stream of our
service on YouTube
10:30 AM Rebroadcast of 9 AM
service on local cable
Channel 18

Tuesday
9:00 AM Catechism lessons for St.
John’s school students
Wednesday
7:00 PM Rebroadcast of Sunday’s
service on channel 18

Friday
Saturday

Looking for a house or apartment to rent! Our new
Kindergarten teacher, Allison Hofland, is looking for a house or
an apartment to rent. She wants to work through someone
within the church before she widens her search. If you have
helpful information, please reach out to Krissa in the office.
G.R.O.W Pam Klenke has made the final decision not to
hold G.R.O.W. meetings until the fall. Have a happy summer
filled with personal Bible study time!
RESUMING WORSHIP Our Governor is likely to extend the
restrictions on gathering until at least the end of May. This
additional time will help your leaders here at St. John’s. We’ve
been working on a plan to resume worship, but we still have
some details to finalize. After that we need to communicate
the plan to all our members and give everyone time to adjust
their minds for a new way of doing things. The content of our
Page 10

services won’t change—we will gather around God’s
unchanging Word. But reserving a place to sit, getting in and
out of the worship area in an orderly way while keeping six feet
apart, making room for everyone who is ready to come back,
worshiping with masks on, staying seated for Holy
Communion—wow, lots of changes to get used to! We want to
gather to glorify God, and we want to keep each other safe.
There’s a middle path between extremes. Of course, once a
super majority of the population has been vaccinated or has
recovered from the virus, we may be able to set aside most
precautions. Until then we plan to hold close to Jesus’
statement: “Everyone will know you are my disciples if you love
one another” (John 13:35). “Therefore, as God’s chosen people,
holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion,
kindness, humility, gentleness and patience” (Colossians 3:12).
DID YOU KNOW that you can receive a daily devotion by
email? Go to www.WELS.net, scroll down to “Daily Devotion” on the
right side. Then you have options: subscribe, read archived
devotions, have the devotion read to you, read a portion of the Bible,
download the mobile app, check out “What about Jesus.com.”
VIRTUAL WORSHIP On our YouTube channel you can find
worship videos to watch from March 15 through the present.
Actually anyone can. We are aware of people in Arizona, California,
and Massachusetts watching our worship videos. Find our YouTube
channel through our website www.StJohnsLakeCity.com, or by
navigating to YouTube on your electronic device or smartTV, and
searching for “St. John’s Lutheran Church Lake City MN.”
DEVOTION VIDEOS Pastor Collin Vanderhoof of Pilgrim
Lutheran (WELS) in Menomonee Falls, WI, has created some great
video devotions on God’s Word for people to watch during this time
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of distress. Each video is less than two minutes long. Find the links
to these videos on our website. Let others know.
HAPPY HELPERS! Volunteers are needed to scrape, prime and
paint the outside of our schools windows. If interested contact Gene
Moyer at 651-983-0611.

Lessons on the Liturgy
Q: “Is it true that worshipers in Luther’s day did not have a
confession of sins in their liturgy?”
A:. True. In Luther’s day Christians confessed their sins privately
to their pastor. The practice of private confession was in
agreement with Hoy Scripture, and Luther deemed it helpful to
Christians, so the Lutheran Church retained this practice.
Private confession encourages people to be specific with their
pastor about the sins they are struggling with and allows the
pastor to choose the best Bible verses to comfort and guide
each person. Luther urged all Lutherans to hold on to private
confession and private absolution. But when Lutherans came
to the United States, churches were spaced more widely, so
people traveled farther from their home to their church.
American Lutherans found it difficult to make an extra trip to
town for private confession during the week. Lutheran pastors
tried to hold the line by offering office hours for private
confession and by meeting quickly with individual members on
Sunday mornings before each Communion service. But
pastors also found it helpful to lead the congregation in joint
confession during worship. This way more of God’s penitent
people could hear the good news of forgiveness through Jesus’
blood more often. And on those occasions where Holy
Communion was offered, the people were properly prepared
for the Sacrament because they had examined themselves and
found that they needed God’s forgiveness. They also
reaffirmed their faith in God’s promises.
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