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Second Sunday of Easter
19 April 2020

9:00 A.M.

We’re glad you’re here! We’re a group of
people from all different backgrounds who love to learn about
what God has done for us. You and everyone are welcome to
come, learn about God, and find helpful guidance for your life.
Feel free to bring us your questions, or your feedback so we
can improve. Or ask how to be part of a group conversation
about faith in Jesus.
We love to have Children with us in the pews for worship.
Our children’s activity bags in the entryway have activities
that can help them. We love babies in worship too because
our Savior welcomed them. If babies want to cry loudly, the
Parents’ Room (just outside our worship area) and the
Fellowship Hall (downstairs, equipped with speakers) are
good places for children to let it all out so the rest of the
worshipers can focus on God’s Word. Then come back so we
can all worship together.
If your hearing aids have T-Coils, set them to “on” and the
service will be piped wirelessly to your ears.
We would love to stay in contact with you. You may fill out
a ministry card, which you can find at the end of your pew.
God bless your week. Come hear God’s Word with us again!

Welcome!
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—German Hymn, c. 1100

Pre-worship Pondering:

Christ is arisen from the grave's dark prison.
We now rejoice with gladness; Christ will end all sadness.
Lord, have mercy.
All our hopes were ended had Jesus not ascended
From the grave triumphantly. For this, Lord Christ,
our thanks shall be. Lord, have mercy. Alleluia!

Service of the Word
Worship Theme
Hymn

Christ is Risen! Believe!
#720 ( see next page )

Invocation
Pastor: The grace of our Lord  Jesus Christ and the love of God and
fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you.

Congregation: (speaks) And also with you.
Confession and Absolution
P: We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and
serve Him as His dear children. But we have disobeyed Him and
deserve only His wrath and punishment. Therefore, let us confess
our sins to Him and plead for His mercy.

C: Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth.
In countless ways I have sinned against You and do not
deserve to be called Your child. But trusting in Jesus my
Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to Your unfailing
love. Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my guilt.
P: God our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect
life and innocent death of our Lord Jesus Christ, He has removed
your guilt forever. You are His own dear child. May God give you
strength to live according to His will. C: Amen.
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Hymn

#720
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P: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.

Song of Praise
#165 (stanzas 1-3)
O sons and daughters of the King,
whom heav’nly hosts in glory sing,
Today the grave has lost its sting! Alleluia! (sing 3x)
On that first morning of the week,
before the day began to break,
the Marys went their Lord to seek. Alleluia!
An angel bade their sorrow flee,
for thus he spoke unto the three:
“Your Lord will go to Galilee.” Alleluia!
Prayer of the Day
P: O risen Savior, You came to Your disciples and took away their
fears with Your word of peace. Come to us also by Your Word, and
banish our fears with the comforting assurance of Your abiding
presence. Lead us to believe in You whom we have not seen, for You
are alive and You rule everything for our eternal good as God, coequal with the Father and the Holy Spirit, now and forever.

First Lesson

Acts 2:14a,22-32

14

Then Peter stood up with the Eleven, raised his voice and
addressed the crowd: 22“Men of Israel, listen to this: Jesus of
Nazareth was a man accredited by God to you by miracles,
wonders and signs, which God did among you through him, as you
yourselves know. 23This man was handed over to you by God’s set
purpose and foreknowledge; and you, with the help of wicked men,
put him to death by nailing him to the cross. 24But God raised him
from the dead, freeing him from the agony of death, because it was
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impossible for death to keep its hold on him. 25David said about
him: ‘I saw the LORD always before me. Because he is at my right
hand, I will not be shaken. 26Therefore my heart is glad and my
tongue rejoices; my body also will live in hope, 27because you will
not abandon me to the grave, nor will you let your Holy One see
decay. 28You have made known to me the paths of life; you will fill
me with joy in your presence.’ 29Brothers, I can tell you confidently
that the patriarch David died and was buried, and his tomb is here
to this day. 30But he was a prophet and knew that God had
promised him on oath that he would place one of his descendants
on his throne. 31Seeing what was ahead, he spoke of the
resurrection of the Christ, that he was not abandoned to the grave,
nor did his body see decay. 32God has raised this Jesus to life, and
we are all witnesses of the fact.
P: You have heard the Word of the Lord.

C: Thanks be to God.
Verse of the Day

1 Peter 1:21

P: Alleluia! Praise the Lord! Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia!
Through him you believe in God, who raised him from the dead and
glorified him, and so your faith and hope are in God. Alleluia!
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Gospel
John 20:19-31
19
On the evening of that first day of the week, when the
disciples were together, with the doors locked for fear of the
Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be
with you!” 20After he said this, he showed them his hands and
side. The disciples were overjoyed when they saw the Lord.
21
Again Jesus said, “Peace be with you! As the Father has
sent me, I am sending you.” 22And with that he breathed on
them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23If you forgive
anyone his sins, they are forgiven; if you do not forgive them,
they are not forgiven.” 24Now Thomas (called Didymus), one
of the Twelve, was not with the disciples when Jesus came.
25
So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord!”
But he said to them, “Unless I see the nail marks in his hands
and put my finger where the nails were, and put my hand into
his side, I will not believe it.” 26A week later his disciples were
in the house again, and Thomas was with them. Though the
doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and
said, “Peace be with you!” 27Then he said to Thomas, “Put
your finger here; see my hands. Reach out your hand and put
it into my side. Stop doubting and believe.” 28Thomas said to
him, “My Lord and my God!” 29Then Jesus told him,
“Because you have seen me, you have believed; blessed are
those who have not seen and yet have believed.” 30Jesus did
many other miraculous signs in the presence of his disciples,
which are not recorded in this book. 31But these are written
that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God,
and that by believing you may have life in his name.
P: You have heard the Gospel of the Lord.
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Hymn of the Day

#165 (stanzas 4-9)

Sermon
1 Peter 1:3-9
3
Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In
his great mercy he has given us new birth into a living hope
through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4and
into an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade—kept
in heaven for you, 5who through faith are shielded by God’s
power until the coming of the salvation that is ready to be
revealed in the last time. 6In this you greatly rejoice, though
now for a little while you may have had to suffer grief in all
kinds of trials. 7These have come so that your faith—of greater
worth than gold, which perishes even though refined by fire—
may be proved genuine and may result in praise, glory and
honor when Jesus Christ is revealed. 8Though you have not
seen him, you love him; and even though you do not see him
now, you believe in him and are filled with an inexpressible
and glorious joy, 9for you are receiving the goal of your faith,
the salvation of your souls.
Praise God for a Living Hope
Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and
earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was
buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again
from the dead. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the
right hand of God the Father almighty. From there He will
come to judge the living and the dead.
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I believe in the Holy Spirit; the holy Christian Church, the
communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection
of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.
We Gather a Thank Offering
Prayers of the Church
Lord’s Prayer
C: Our Father, who art in heaven,
Hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass
against us,
And lead us not into temptation,
But deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

Hymn

#159

Prayer about God’s Word
P: Blessed Lord, You caused all the Holy Scriptures to be written for
our learning. Grant that we may hear them, read, mark, learn and
inwardly digest them, that, comforted by Your Holy Word, we may
patiently and steadfastly embrace the blessed hope of everlasting
life, which You have given us in our Savior Jesus Christ, who lives
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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Exhortation and Blessing
P: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one
another. Serve the Lord with gladness.
The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine
on you and be gracious to you. The Lord look on you with His
favor and grant you His  peace.

Hymn

#154
Acknowledgments

Scripture taken from the HOLY BIBLE, NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION. Copyright © 1973,
1978, 1984 International Bible Society. Used by permission of Zondervan Bible Publishers.

Material reprinted from CW: Service of the Word by permission of Northwestern Publishing
House because this congregation has purchased enough copies of CW.
“Psalm 16” music by Dale Witte © 2002 Northwestern Publishing House. All rights reserved.
Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-710356.
“Christ Jesus Lay in Death’s Strong Bands” from CWS #720. German text by Martin Luther,
translated by Richard Massie—both in the public domain. Tune and setting by Kermit
Moldenhauer, © 2005 (admin: Northwestern Publishing House). Reprinted under
OneLicense.net #A-710356.

Memory Verse for the Month
Romans 6:23
The wages of sin is death but the gift of God is eternal life
in Christ Jesus our Lord.
BIRTHDAYS this week are; Laurie Balow, Olivia Hoyer, Chase Kranz,
Amanda Roper, Wilda Prigge, Edward Sanders, Jean Wohlers, Carter
Balm, Shirley Breuer, JoAnn Blattner, Seth Harteneck, Merraine Marking
and David Holst. Please send corrections and additions to the office
Monday - Friday, 8 am - 3 pm at 345-3523 or email
office@stjohnslakecity.com.
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SERVING THE LORD AND US
April 19, 2020
Preacher: Pastor Nathan Cordes 651-448-3559 KnowJesusBetter@StJohnsLakeCity.com
Organist: Joyce Zillgitt
Audiovisual Techs: Chris Fischer, Kristi Gross
Flower Committee for April: Kathleen Burfeind, Georgene Arndt, Phyllis Thiel
Our LES Teachers:
Mr. David Zabel, Principal, Gr. 6-8 Miss Katie Siverly, Gr. PK
Mrs. Denise Steffenhagen, Gr. K
Mrs. Jamie Fischer, Gr. PK
Mrs. Erin Achey, Gr. 1-2
Miss Molly Ring, Gr. 3-5

Some of the Ways We Responded to Jesus’ Love
Attendance last week
Easter Sunday Morning Worship– only God knows
Sunday Bible Class – 0 Men’s Bible Class – 0
G.R.O.W – 0 W.E.B.S. – 0
Memorials: Edith Hammer: General Memorial $70,
Video Fund $5185, Playground $50
We thank the Lord for moving us to give generously for the spread of God’s Word!
Monthly financial reports are available on the information desk
or by email or U.S. Mail.

VIRTUAL WORSHIP By God’s grace and with through the
generosity of several members and friends of St. John’s, we have
ordered a computer that will increase our ability to live-stream
our Sunday worship services. It takes about 14 days for the
computer to be built and shipped to us, and perhaps a few more
days to make our system work together, but as soon as we can
live-stream our services, we’ll let you know by email and by
posting news of this upgrade on our St. John’s website. Find our
worship videos on our YouTube channel by going to our website
www.StJohnsLakeCity.com, or by navigating to YouTube on your
electronic device or smartTV, and searching for “St. John’s
Lutheran Church Lake City MN.”
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LAST SUNDAY OFFERING will be received next weekend. This
offering is designated for the organists/pianist and choir director
of our congregation. This offering gives us an opportunity to show
our appreciation for the dedicated work of these servants of our
Lord. A special envelope will be included in the worship folder for
this offering. Thank you for your generosity.
Opportunities for Learning and Spending Time Together Virtually
April 19, 2020 – April 26, 2020

Sunday
10:30 AM Rebroadcast of 9 AM
service on local cable
Channel 18

Thursday

Monday

Sunday -- Last Sunday Offering
10:30 AM Rebroadcast of 9 AM
service on local cable
Channel 18

Tuesday
Wednesday
7:00 PM Rebroadcast of Sunday’s
service on channel 18

Friday
Saturday

Lessons on the Liturgy
Multiple choice question: The word “Alleluia” means: a)
Yee-haa! b) You go, God! c) Praise the Lord! The answer,
of course, is c). Alleluia is a Hebrew word which means
“Praise Yah(weh).” The other answers could also be
understood properly, even if they don’t sound very churchy.
Consider Psalm 98:4: “Shout to the Lord, all the earth!”
God has done great things for us, and we’re mighty happy
about it all. That’s why we say/sing “Alleluia” so often in
worship.
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