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About this Service
It was Thursday. Jesus was eating the Passover meal with His
disciples. This meal reminded God’s people how He had
protected their firstborn from death (the tenth plague) and rescued
them from slavery in Egypt. Just as all the first-born had been
saved from death by the lambs’ blood painted on the door frames
of their homes, so in the Lord’s Supper, the Lamb of God gives us
His blood and body, and we are saved from spiritual death.
“Maundy” comes from mandatus, the Latin word for “command.”
On Maundy Thursday the Savior commanded us to love one
another, just as He loved us. May we always be eager to do so.

Prayer before worship: Lord Jesus, what a special day this is for
Your Church! We are glad for Your “new command” to love one
another. We are grateful that You showed us how to love by
washing the disciples’ feet, serving them. How blessed we are to
have Your Holy Supper, which You instituted during the Passover
meal. Just as You rescued Your people Israel from slavery in
Egypt, so also You rescued us from slavery to sin. You are like
the Passover lambs whose blood on the doorposts saved the
Israelite firstborn from death. Your blood on us saves us from
death. You are truly the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of
the world. Reconcile us to Yourself again tonight by Your Word
and Sacrament. Lead us to follow Your “new command,” loving
one another as You first loved us. Amen.
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Opening Hymn

#717
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Invocation—remain seated
P: In the NAME of the Father, and the Son , and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen! We come to celebrate the instituting of our Lord’s
holy Supper and to hear again His maund, His “new
command,” that we love one another.
Worship Dialog

Passover, Institution of the
Lord’s Supper, Our Reception of It

P: In Egypt, the LORD said to Moses, “On the tenth day of this month,
each man of Israel is to take a lamb for his family. If a family is too
small for a whole lamb, they are to share one with their nearest
neighbors.

C: The animals you choose must be year-old males without
defect. On the fourteenth day of the month, slaughter
them at twilight.
P: Take some of the blood and put it on the sides and tops of the door
frames of the houses where you eat the lambs.

C: That same night, eat the meat roasted over fire, with bitter
herbs, and bread made without yeast. Eat it with your
cloak tucked into your belt, your sandals on your feet, and
Page 3

your staff in your hand. Eat it in haste. It is the LORD’s
Passover.
P: On that night, I will pass through Egypt and strike down every
firstborn—both men and animals. I will bring judgment on all the
gods of Egypt. I am the LORD.

C: The blood will be a sign for you on the houses where you
are. When I see the blood, I will pass over you.
P: This is a day you are to commemorate; for the generations to come,
you shall celebrate it as a festival to the LORD.”

C: At midnight the LORD struck down the firstborn in Egypt,
from the firstborn of Pharaoh on the throne, to the
firstborn of prisoners in the dungeon. There was not a
house without someone dead.
P: Pharaoh summoned Moses and said, “Up! Leave my people! Go,
worship the LORD as you said. Take your flocks and herds and go!”

C: All the Egyptians urged the people to hurry and leave the
country. “For otherwise,” they said, “we will all die!”
P: On the first day of the Feast of Unleavened Bread, when it was
customary to sacrifice the Passover lamb, Jesus sent two disciples to
prepare the Passover in a large upper room.

C: The hour came. Jesus and His apostles were at the table.
He said, “I have eagerly desired to eat this Passover with
you before I suffer. I will not eat it again until it is
fulfilled in the Kingdom.”
P: Later, Jesus took the bread, gave thanks, broke it and gave it to
them saying, “This is my body given for you; do this in
remembrance of me.” In the same way, he took the cup, saying,
“This cup is the new covenant in my blood, which is poured out for
you for the forgiveness of sins.”

C: Let us draw near to God with a sincere heart in full
assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled to cleanse us
from a guilty conscience.
P: Are not the bread that we break and the cup for which we give
thanks, a communion in the body and blood of Christ?
Page 4

C: Because there is one loaf, we, who are many, are one body,
for we all partake of the one loaf. As Jesus unites us with
Himself and unites us with one another in Holy Communion,
we rejoice to hear His maund, His ‘new commandment’:
P: “Love one another as I have loved you.”

C: We will love each other and will work to improve our
love. We want to be known for our love so that God is
glorified.
Oh, Taste and See

Prayer of the Day
P: Lord Jesus Christ, in the Sacrament of Holy Communion You give
us Your true body and blood as a remembrance of Your suffering
and death on the cross. Cause us to believe Your words and
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promise so firmly that we may partake of this Sacrament to our
eternal good;

C: for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever. Amen.
Epistle Lesson
1 Corinthians 11:23-29
23
I received from the Lord what I also passed on to you: The
Lord Jesus, on the night he was betrayed, took bread, 24and
when he had given thanks, he broke it and said, “This is my
body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of me.” 25In
the same way, after supper he took the cup, saying, “This cup
is the new covenant in my blood; do this, as often as you drink
it, in remembrance of me.” 26For as often as you eat this bread
and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he
comes. 27Therefore, whoever eats the bread or drinks the cup
of the Lord in an unworthy manner will be guilty of sinning
against the body and blood of the Lord. 28A man ought to
examine himself before he eats of the bread and drinks of the
cup. 29For anyone who eats and drinks without recognizing the
body of the Lord eats and drinks judgment on himself.
Seasonal Response
P: The law requires that nearly everything be cleansed with blood, and
without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness. [Hebrews 9:22]

C: In Him we have redemption through His blood, the
forgiveness of sins. [Ephesians 1:7]
Psalm of the Day

Psalm 116, p. 107 in the hymnal

Verse of the Day

Matthew 26:18

P: The Teacher says: “My appointed time is near.

C: I am going to celebrate the Passover with my disciples at
your house.”
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Gospel
John 13:1-15,34
1
It was just before the Passover Feast. Jesus knew that the
time had come for him to leave this world and go to the
Father. Having loved his own who were in the world, he now
showed them the full extent of his love. 2The evening meal
was being served, and the devil had already prompted Judas
Iscariot, son of Simon, to betray Jesus. 3Jesus knew that the
Father had put all things under his power, and that he had
come from God and was returning to God; 4so he got up from
the meal, took off his outer clothing, and wrapped a towel
around his waist. 5After that, he poured water into a basin and
began to wash his disciples’ feet, drying them with the towel
that was wrapped around him. 6He came to Simon Peter, who
said to him, “Lord, are you going to wash my feet?” 7Jesus
replied, “You do not realize now what I am doing, but later
you will understand.” 8“No,” said Peter, “you shall never
wash my feet.” Jesus answered, “Unless I wash you, you have
no part with me.” 9“Then, Lord,” Simon Peter replied, “not
just my feet but my hands and my head as well!” 10Jesus
answered, “A person who has had a bath needs only to wash
his feet; his whole body is clean. And you are clean, though
not every one of you.” 11For he knew who was going to betray
him, and that was why he said not every one was clean.
12
When he had finished washing their feet, he put on his
clothes and returned to his place. “Do you understand what I
have done for you?” he asked them. 13“You call me ‘Teacher’
and ‘Lord,’ and rightly so, for that is what I am. 14Now that I,
your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also
should wash one another’s feet. 15I have set you an example
that you should do as I have done for you. 34A new command I
give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must
love one another.”
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P: You have heard the Gospel of the Lord.

C: Praise be to Christ!

Hymn of the Day

CWS #714
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Sermon
Luke 22:47-48
While he was still speaking a crowd came up, and the man
who was called Judas, one of the Twelve, was leading them.
He approached Jesus to kiss him, but Jesus asked him,
“Judas, are you betraying the Son of Man with a kiss?”
The Battle Is Personal
Thank Offering
Prayer of the Church
The Lord’s Prayer
C: Our Father, who art in heaven,
Hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who
trespass against us,
And lead us not into temptation,
But deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever
and ever. Amen.
Instruction for the End of Lent
P: In this Lenten season we have heard again how our Lord saved us
by walking the path of suffering which led Him to the cross. We
have also heard our Lord’s call to intensify our struggle against
sin, Satan, and all that keeps us from loving God and one another.
The Holy Spirit committed us to this struggle at Baptism, and we
recommitted ourselves to it at Confirmation. The Holy Spirit
continues to forgive us and strengthen us to amend our lives
through God’s love for us in Jesus our Savior. Within the family
of the Church, God never wearies of giving peace and new life
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through His Word and Sacraments. May we never doubt God’
promise but firmly believe that our sins are forgiven.
We who receive God’s love in Jesus Christ are called to love
one another, to serve each other, as Jesus became our servant.
In Holy Communion the members of Christ’s body participate
most intimately in His love, remembering our Lord’s Last Supper
with His disciples. Together with the bread and the wine, we
receive the Lord’s gift of His body and blood for forgiveness, and
we participate in that new covenant that makes us one with Him
and each other. The Lord’s Supper points us to the great banquet
we will share with all the faithful when our Lord returns and
joyously culminates our reconciliation with God and all believers.

Confession of Sins
P: Let us confess our sins to God and ask for His forgiveness.

C: Almighty God, merciful Father, I confess to You that I
have not loved You with all my heart. Nor have I always
loved my neighbor as myself. In what I have done and left
undone, I have pursued my ways instead of Your ways.
For this I deserve Your punishment both now and in
eternity. I am truly sorry for my sins. I renounce them
and repent of them. I beg for Your mercy, O Lord.
Silence for meditation

P: Forgive us for the sake of Jesus Christ who suffered and died for us.

C: Cleanse me from my sins. Release me from my guilt.
Grant me Your Holy Spirit to amend my sinful life.
Absolution (Pronouncement of Forgiveness)
P: 2 Corinthians says: “If anyone is in Christ, that person is a new
creation; the old has gone, the new has come! All this is from God,
who reconciled us to Himself through Christ and gave us the ministry
of reconciliation: that God was reconciling the world to Himself in
Christ, not counting people’s sins against them.” The Lord can do
this because “God made Him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that
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in Him we might become the righteousness of God.” Therefore, as a
called servant of Christ and by His authority, I forgive you all your
sins in the name of the Father and of the Son † and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen.
♫♪ Response to Forgiveness
“O Sacred Head” CW105
What language shall I borrow to thank You, dearest Friend,
For all Your dying sorrow, Your pity without end?
Oh, make me Yours forever; and should I fainting prove,
Lord, let me never, never outlive my love for You!
The Catechism
P: What is the Sacrament of Holy Communion?

C: It is the true body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ
under the bread and wine, instituted by Christ for us
Christians to eat and to drink.
P: What blessing do we receive through this eating and drinking?

C: That is shown us by these words, “Given” and “poured out
for you for the forgiveness of sins.” Through these words
we receive forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation in this
Sacrament. For where there is forgiveness of sins, there is
also life and salvation.
P: How can eating and drinking do such great things?

C: It is certainly not the eating and drinking that does such
things, but the words “Given” and “poured out for you for
the forgiveness of sins.” These words are the main thing
in this Sacrament, along with the eating and drinking.
And whoever believes these words has what they plainly
say, the forgiveness of sins.
[Congregation is seated.]
Hymn

#135 (stanzas 1-5)
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Prayer
P: Almighty God, You have given us grace at this time with one accord
to present our prayers to You, and You have promised through Your
beloved Son that where two or three are gathered together in His
name, You will be with them. Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and
petitions as may be best for us, granting us in this world knowledge
of Your truth, and in the ages to come, life everlasting,

C: through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Blessing
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine on
you and be gracious to you. The Lord look on you with His favor
and grant you His  peace.

C: Amen.
Hymn

#589
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Announcements
 Our one Good Friday service tomorrow is at 1:00 P.M.
 Our Easter Sunday service begins at 9:00 A.M.

Serving the Lord and us
Pianist: Sandi Rodman
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