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Fourth Sunday in Lent
22 March 2020

9:00 A.M.

Welcome!

We are happy you chose to spend this time here
today. We are a Christ-centered fellowship of believers from many
backgrounds and from all ages. We want to make a difference in
our world by sharing the message of God’s love with as many
people as possible.
We love to have Children with us in the pews for worship. Our
children’s activity bags in the entryway have activities that can
help them. We love babies in worship too because our Savior said,
“Let the little children come to me.” When babies need to cry
loudly, the Parent’s Room (just outside our worship area) is a
good place for them to let it all out. Then come back so we can all
worship together.
If your hearing aids have T-Coils, set them to “on” and the
service will be piped wirelessly to your ears.
We think it is wonderful when people want to receive Holy
Communion, and we long for the day when all believers will be
able to commune together. Until then, we intend to follow the
loving and Biblical teaching that those who commune together are
to have expressed their unity in faith beforehand. We are eager to
explain all our teachings so people can compare them with the
Bible and, if there is agreement, commune with us after that time.
We would love to stay in contact with you. If you are willing, fill
out a ministry card with your information. God bless your week.
Come hear God’s Word with us again!
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Pre-worship Pondering:

Samuel Crossman

My song is love unknown, my Savior’s love to me,
Love to the loveless shown that they might lovely be
Oh, who am I that for my sake My Lord should take frail flesh and die?
He came from His blest throne salvation to bestow,
But such disdain! So few the longed-for Christ would know!
But oh, my friend, my friend indeed, who at my need His life did spend!
Sometimes they strew His way and His sweet praises sing,
Resounding all the day “Hosanna” to their King.
Then “Crucify!” is all their breath and for His death they thirst and cry.

The “Common” Service
Hymn

In Hopelessness and Near Despair (CWS738)
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Invocation
Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the Son

 and of the Holy Spirit.

Confession and Absolution
P: Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess
our sins to God our Father, asking Him in the name of our Lord
Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature
sinful, and that I have disobeyed You in my thoughts, words,
and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is
good. For this I deserve Your punishment both now and in
eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my
Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.

P: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given
His only Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore,
as a called servant of Christ and by His authority, I forgive You
all Your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son  and of the
Holy Spirit.
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Song of Praise

CW273

P: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.
♫♪ C (sings): Glory be to the Father,

and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and ever shall be,
world without end. Amen.
P: The Lord be with you.

Prayer of the Day
P: Almighty God, Your Son came among us to serve and to give His life
as payment for the sins of the world. Lead us by His love to share
this message with others. Give us the strength and courage to
proclaim the truth that You are the Author of life, and that Christ is
the Source of forgiveness. Through us give hope to the hopeless,
love to the unloved, peace to the troubled, and rest to the weary. We
ask it in the name of Your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Epistle Lesson
Romans 8:1-10
1
There is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ
Jesus, 2because through Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit of
life set me free from the law of sin and death. 3For what the
law was powerless to do in that it was weakened by the sinful
nature, God did by sending his own Son in the likeness of
sinful man to be a sin offering. And so he condemned sin in
sinful man, 4in order that the righteous requirements of the law
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might be fully met in us, who do not live according to the
sinful nature but according to the Spirit. 5Those who live
according to the sinful nature have their minds set on what that
nature desires; but those who live in accordance with the Spirit
have their minds set on what the Spirit desires. 6The mind of
sinful man is death, but the mind controlled by the Spirit is life
and peace; 7the sinful mind is hostile to God. It does not
submit to God’s law, nor can it do so. 8Those controlled by the
sinful nature cannot please God. 9You, however, are controlled
not by the sinful nature but by the Spirit, if the Spirit of God
lives in you. And if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ,
he does not belong to Christ. 10But if Christ is in you, your
body is dead because of sin, yet your spirit is alive because of
righteousness.
P: You have heard the Word of the Lord.

C: Thanks be to God.
Verse of the Day

Philippians 2:3

P: Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit,

C: but in humility consider others better than yourselves.
Gospel

Matthew 20:17-28

P: The Holy Gospel for today is from Matthew 20.

17

Now as Jesus was going up to Jerusalem, he took the twelve
disciples aside and said to them, 18“We are going up to
Jerusalem, and the Son of Man will be betrayed to the chief
priests and the teachers of the law. They will condemn him to
death 19and will turn him over to the Gentiles to be mocked
and flogged and crucified. On the third day he will be raised
to life!” 20Then the mother of Zebedee’s sons came to Jesus
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with her sons and, kneeling down, asked a favor of him.
21
“What is it you want?” he asked. She said, “Grant that one
of these two sons of mine may sit at your right and the other at
your left in your kingdom.” 22“You don’t know what you are
asking,” Jesus said to them. “Can you drink the cup I am
going to drink?” “We can,” they answered. 23Jesus said to
them, “You will indeed drink from my cup, but to sit at my
right or left is not for me to grant. These places belong to
those for whom they have been prepared by my Father.”
24
When the ten heard about this, they were indignant with the
two brothers. 25Jesus called them together and said, “You
know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their
high officials exercise authority over them. 26Not so with you.
Instead, whoever wants to become great among you must be
your servant, 27and whoever wants to be first must be your
slave—28just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but
to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.”
P: You have heard the Gospel of the Lord.

Nicene Creed
Hymn of the Day

page 18 in front of hymnal

LAPPY p. 168

Sermon
Hosea 5:15—6:3
15
Then I will go back to my place until they admit their guilt.
And they will seek my face; in their misery they will earnestly
seek me.” 6:1“Come, let us return to the LORD. He has torn us
to pieces but he will heal us; he has injured us but he will bind
up our wounds. 2After two days he will revive us; on the third
day he will restore us, that we may live in his presence. 3Let us
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acknowledge the LORD; let us press on to acknowledge him.
As surely as the sun rises, he will appear; he will come to us
like the winter rains, like the spring rains that water the earth.”
No Pain, No Gain
Create in Me

We Gather a Thank Offering
Prayers of the Church
Lord’s Prayer
C: Our Father, who art in heaven,
Hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass
against us,
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And lead us not into temptation,
But deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever
and ever. Amen.

Hymn

#345

Prayer about God’s Word
P: Almighty God, give to Your whole Christian Church on earth a full
measure of the Holy Spirit, and along with Him, Your kind of
wisdom. Then, whenever Your Word is read or proclaimed, Your
people will be built up and remain connected to the Savior by faith,
serving You with joy until earthly life ends. We pray in the name of
our Lord Jesus, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever,

Blessing
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine on
you and be gracious to you. The Lord look on you with His favor
and grant you His  peace.

Hymn
Memory Verse for the Month

#376
Colossians 3:23-24

Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for
the Lord, not for human masters, since you know that you will
receive an inheritance from the Lord as a reward. It is the Lord
Christ you are serving.
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SERVING THE LORD AND US
March 22, 2020
Preacher: Pastor Nathan Cordes 651-448-3559 KnowJesusBetter@StJohnsLakeCity.com
Organist: Joyce Zillgitt
Flower Committee for March: Vonne Oliver, Bonnie Dwelle, Eunice Menk
Our LES Teachers:
Mr. David Zabel, Principal, Gr. 6-8 Miss Katie Siverly, Gr. PK
Mrs. Denise Steffenhagen, Gr. K
Mrs. Jamie Fischer, Gr. PK
Mrs. Erin Achey, Gr. 1-2
Miss Molly Ring, Gr. 3-5
Some of the Ways We Responded to Jesus’ Love
Attendance last week
Sunday Morning Worship –191
Sunday Bible Class – 50 Men’s Bible Class – 5
G.R.O.W – 0 W.E.B.S. – 0
Wednesday – 0
Memorials – Richard Dohrn: General Memorial $45
Julie Steffenhagen: School $20
We thank the Lord for moving us to give generously for the spread of God’s Word!
Monthly financial reports are available on the information desk.

BIRTHDAYS this week are; Carol Klindworth, Janet Plank,
Joanne Sievers, Ashley West, Kelly Nevin, Marianne GarciaGardea, Ken Sprick, Kia Klein, Ellie Lindow, Shari Schumacher,
Emily Freiburg, Barb Hawkinson, Rachel Huffman and Wade
Carlson. Please send corrections and additions to the office
Monday - Friday, 8 am - 3 pm at 345-3523 or email
office@stjohnslakecity.com.
NEW WAY TO WORSHIP St. John’s now has a YouTube
channel. Our worship services will be live streamed there so people
can watch the service as it is happening. Videos of our worship
services will also be archived there so that you can watch them
anytime and more than once. Access our YouTube channel through
our website www.StJohnsLakeCity.com, or by navigating to YouTube
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on your electronic device or smartTV, and searching for “St. John’s
Lutheran Church Lake City MN.” Or see the next paragraph.

OTHER VIDEO MESSAGES Because we now have a YouTube
channel, we may post video messages to the people of St. John’s
besides worship services. Here is the web address for our YouTube
channel.
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCMboK8GBJQn3rfrPWJkvyfg

EMAIL ADDRESS Right now I have email addresses for only
about 150 of our 360 homes. Email is the most efficient way for me
to have two-way communication with the largest number of
members. If you are reading this, it’s probably because I have your
email address (thank you) and you received a PDF of the worship
folder for March 22—or because you stopped by our church’s
information desk during the week to pick up a copy of the sermon
and worship folder. If you have an email address for other St. John’s
members, would you please ask their permission to share it with our
church office? office@StJohnsLakeCity.com If you have relatives
or friends in St. John’s without a way to get email, would you please
keep them well informed?
If you don’t have email, would you
please consider getting it? Perhaps your child or grandchild or niece
or nephew can help you set it up. In a week or two, our technology
committee may be able to help you set up your own email account.
OFFERINGS Thanks to everyone who is mailing or dropping off
their offerings, or using electronic giving. St. John’s will survive this
national shut-down response to the virus if our members continue to
give thank offerings to the Lord for all His goodness. We all
understand that those who lose their income during this shut-down
may properly lower their offerings, the same as those whose income
increases during economic surges may properly raise their offerings.
We have enough people at St. John’s to afford our modest ministry.
Let’s continue to pull together as family in Christ.
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Opportunities for Learning, Serving and NOT Spending Time Together
March 22, 2020 – March 29, 2020

Sunday
Wednesday cont.
9:00 AM NO in-person worship
3:30 PM NO public school
service at St. John’s.
catechism
9:00 AM Worship Service LIVE
3:30 PM NO in-person midweek
STREAMed on our
Lenten service
YouTube channel
3:30 PM NO singing by children
10:00 AM Call meeting for those
3:30 PM Passion History
not in the high risk
reading for this week
group, with appropriate
LIVE STREAMed on
social distancing
our YouTube channel
10:30 AM Rebroadcast of 9 AM serv 3:30 PM Passion History
on channel 18 (new
reading for this week
time—15 minutes
broadcast LIVE on
earlier than previously)
channel 18
7:00 PM Rebroadcast of
Monday
Sunday’s service on
8:20 AM NO on-site school.
channel 18 (new
Distance learning only.
time—30 minutes
2:00 PM NO Communion service
earlier than
at High Street House
previously)
3:00 PM NO Communion service
at the Plaza
Thursday
5:00 PM NO Altar Guild meeting
9:00 AM NO G.R.O.W.
Tuesday
8:00 AM NO men’s Bible study
6:00 PM Administrative Board mtg
with appropriate social
distancing
Wednesday cont.
8:30 AM NO chapel service

Friday
Saturday
Sunday – Last Sunday Offering
9:00 AM NO in-person worship
service at St. John’s.
9:00 AM Worship Service LIVE
STREAMed on our
YouTube channel

Page 11

STAFF In the meantime our staff is working very hard for the
Lord and for you. Our teachers are shifting all their lessons to
distance learning. Our church secretary is working extra hard to
contact by phone those who don’t have email, along with doing lots
of other new and old duties. Our daycare was required by the State
to stay open, and we are required by the State to continue paying
our hourly staff, but all of our parents are keeping their children at
home. So our preschool staff is cleaning and organizing and helping
parents with ideas and resources for learning at home.
LAY LEADERS The members you have elected into our church
offices and other willing members are also putting in many extra
hours during this shut-down in order to deal with all manner of
questions on how we will give good spiritual care to those who name
St. John’s as their church home.
MUSIC GROUP We have contacted “Jonah Backus and the
Conquerors” and asked them to cancel their appearances at St.
John’s. They had planned to come to Lake City on March 29, but that
was postponed till April 19 before the response to the virus. Now
they are not coming at all.
LAST SUNDAY OFFERING St. John’s has a long history of
supporting a number of ministries besides our own. Those who hold a
special place in their heart for these ministries may use the envelope
provided in the worship folder on the last Sunday of each month to give
a special gift. The LSO for March is St. John's Higher Education Fund.
After completing elementary school, some of our St. John’s members
want to continue their Christian Education through high school and
college. Gifts given to the St. John's Higher Education Fund are awarded
by St. John’s as grants to our members who are enrolled at St. Croix
Lutheran High School or Luther Preparatory School or Martin Luther
College or Wisconsin Lutheran College or Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary.
We aren’t able to grant a full-ride to any student, but we can help at
least a little.
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