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Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost
13 September 2020

8:00 and 10:30 A.M.

Welcome!

Our whole church family is glad you’re here. As
you listen to God’s Word may His peace and joy reside in your
heart through Jesus’ work as your Savior.
We love to have Children with us in the pews for worship.
We love babies in worship too because our Savior said, “Let the
little children come to me.” When babies need to cry loudly, the
Parent’s Room (just outside our worship area) is a good place
for them to let it all out. Then come back so we can all worship
together.
If your hearing aids have T-Coils, set them to “on” and the
service will be piped wirelessly to your ears.
We think it is wonderful when people want to receive Holy
Communion, and we long for the day when all believers will be
able to commune together. Until then, we intend to follow the
loving and Biblical teaching that those who commune together
are to have expressed their unity in faith beforehand. We are
eager to explain all our teachings so people can compare them
with the Bible and, if there is agreement, commune with us after
that time.
We would love to stay in contact with you. You may find a
ministry card on the pew in front of you and fill it out. God
bless your week. Come hear God’s Word with us again!
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—Martin Schalling
Lord, You I love with all my heart; I pray You ne’er from me depart;
with tender mercies cheer me.
Earth has no pleasure I would share; Heaven itself were void and bare
if You, Lord, were not near me.
And should my heart for sorrow break,
my trust in You no one could shake.
You are the treasure I have sought;
Your precious blood my soul has bought.
Lord Jesus Christ, My God and Lord, My God and Lord,
forsake me not! I trust Your Word.
Pre-Worship Pondering

Service of Word and Sacrament
Worship Theme

Christianity Comes with the Cross

Hymn*
GHF21 Tune: Kremser CW609
1. We gather together to ask the Lord’s blessing,
He chastens and hastens His will to make known;
the wicked oppressing now cease from distressing:
sing praises to His name He forgets not His own.
2. Beside us to guide us, our God with us joining,
ordaining, maintaining His kingdom divine;
so from the beginning the fight we were winning:
thou, Lord, was at our side all glory be Thine!
3. We all do extol Thee, thou Leader triumphant,
and pray that Thou still our defender wilt be;
let Thy congregation escape tribulation:
Thy name be ever praised! O Lord, make us free!
Invocation and Confession of Sins
Pastor: The grace of our Lord  Jesus Christ, and the love of God and
the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you.

Congregation: And also with you.
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P: God invites us to come into His presence and worship Him with
humble and penitent hearts. Therefore, let us acknowledge our
sinfulness and ask Him to forgive us.

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature
sinful, and that I have disobeyed You in my thoughts, words,
and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is
good. For this I deserve Your punishment both now and in
eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my
Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.
P: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given His
only Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called
servant of Christ and by His authority, I forgive you all your sins in
the name of the Father and of the Son  and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen.
Lord, Have Mercy (Kyrie Eleison)
P: For all that we need in life and for the wisdom to use all Your gifts
with gratitude and joy, hear our prayer, O Lord.

P: For the steadfast assurance that nothing can separate us from Your
love and for the courage to stand firm against the assaults of Satan
and every evil, hear our prayer, O Christ.

P: For the well-being of Your holy Church in all the world and for those
who offer here their worship and praise, hear our prayer, O Lord.
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P: Merciful God, maker and preserver of life, uphold us by Your power
and keep us in Your tender care.

P: The works of the Lord are great and glorious! His name is worthy of praise!

O Lord, Our Lord
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Prayer of the Day
P: Lord Jesus, You took up Your cross without complaint, gaining for us
the exact victory we needed: victory over sin; over its encourager,
Satan; and over its result, death. Since we are victorious in You,
convince us by Your Word this morning to follow You always, and not
just when life is good, but also when troubles come our way, especially
when they come as a result of our association with You. Mighty Savior,
keep us on the path to heaven. We ask this of You confidently because
You are alive and You are the loving head of the Church, ruling for our
benefit over all things with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.

Old Testament Lesson
Jeremiah 15:15-21
15
You understand, O LORD; remember me and care for me.
Avenge me on my persecutors. You are long-suffering—do
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not take me away; think of how I suffer reproach for your
sake. 16When your words came, I ate them; they were my
joy and my heart’s delight, for I bear your name, O LORD
God Almighty. 17I never sat in the company of revelers,
never made merry with them; I sat alone because your hand
was on me and you had filled me with indignation. 18Why
is my pain unending and my wound grievous and incurable?
Will you be to me like a deceptive brook, like a spring that
fails? 19Therefore this is what the LORD says: “If you
repent, I will restore you that you may serve me; if you utter
worthy, not worthless, words, you will be my spokesman.
Let this people turn to you, but you must not turn to them.
20
I will make you a wall to this people, a fortified wall of
bronze; they will fight against you but will not overcome
you, for I am with you to rescue and save you,” declares the
LORD. 21“I will save you from the hands of the wicked and
redeem you from the grasp of the cruel.”
P: You have laid down precepts that are to be fully obeyed.

C: Oh, that my ways were steadfast in obeying your
decrees!
(Psalm 119:4-5)
Verse of the Day

Psalm 119:35
P: Alleluia! Praise the Lord! Direct me in the path of your commands

C: for there I find delight. Alleluia!
Epistle Lesson
Romans 12:1-8
1
I urge you, brothers, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your
bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God—this is
your spiritual act of worship. 2Do not conform any longer to
the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the
renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and
approve what God’s will is—his good, pleasing and perfect
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will. 3For by the grace given me I say to every one of you:
Do not think of yourself more highly than you ought, but
rather think of yourself with sober judgment, in accordance
with the measure of faith God has given you. 4Just as each
of us has one body with many members, and these members
do not all have the same function, 5so in Christ we who are
many form one body, and each member belongs to all the
others. 6We have different gifts, according to the grace
given us. If a man’s gift is prophesying, let him use it in
agreement with the faith. 7If it is serving, let him serve; if it
is teaching, let him teach; 8if it is encouraging, let him
encourage; if it is contributing to the needs of others, let him
give generously; if it is leadership, let him govern diligently;
if it is showing mercy, let him do it cheerfully.
P: You have heard the Word of the Lord.

C: Thanks be to God!
Hymn of the Day
1. Jesus, I my cross have taken,
all to leave and follow You.
Destitute, despised, forsaken,
You on earth once suffered, too.
Perish ev’ry fond ambition,
all I’ve ever hoped or known.
Yet how rich is my condition!
God and heav’n are still my own.

#465*

2. Let the world despise and leave me;
they have left my Savior, too.
Human hearts and looks deceive me.
You are not, like them, untrue.
And since You have smiled upon me,
God of wisdom, love, and might,
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foes may hate and friends may shun me.
Show Your face, and all is bright.
Sermon
Matthew 16:21-26
21
From that time on Jesus began to explain to his disciples
that he must go to Jerusalem and suffer many things at the
hands of the elders, chief priests and teachers of the law, and
that he must be killed and on the third day be raised to life.
22
Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. “Never,
Lord!” he said. “This shall never happen to you!” 23Jesus
turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a
stumbling block to me; you do not have in mind the things
of God, but the things of men.” 24Then Jesus said to his
disciples, “If anyone would come after me, he must deny
himself and take up his cross and follow me. 25For whoever
wants to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life
for me will find it. 26What good will it be for a man if he
gains the whole world, yet forfeits his soul? Or what can a
man give in exchange for his soul?”
No Cross, No Christ. No Cross, No Christian.
Nicene Creed
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of
heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from
Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one
being with the Father. Through Him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation, He came down from heaven, was
incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and became
fully human. For our sake He was crucified under Pontius
Pilate. He suffered death and was buried. On the third day He
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rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended
into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He
will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and
His kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who in unity with
the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has
spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy
Christian and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism
for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the
dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.
Prayers of the Church
The Lord’s Prayer
C: Our Father, who art in heaven,
Hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who
trespass against us,
And lead us not into temptation, But deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
A note about Holy Communion to all communicants: Members of
our sister churches in the WELS & ELS are welcome to participate
with members of St. John’s. At the appropriate time the pastor will
direct you to peel off the cover from the “bottom” of the plastic
chalice to reveal the bread. Hold up your plastic chalice so the pastor
can see when everyone is ready. Then he’ll say Jesus’ words of
institution for the bread, and we’ll all eat at the same time. Then peel
off the cover from the wine and hold up your plastic chalice. The
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pastor will say Jesus’ words of institution for the wine, and we’ll all
drink at the same time. After the benediction someone will come
around to pick up the material for disposal.

Service of the Sacrament
Preface
P: The Lord be with you.
C (sings): And also with you.
P: Lift up your hearts.

C: We lift them up to the Lord.
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.

C:

It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

P: Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In love He
has blessed us with every spiritual blessing. By the outpouring of
the Holy Spirit, He empowered His Church to be witnesses of Christ
to the ends of the earth. Now have come the salvation and the
power and the kingdom of our God and the authority of His Christ.
To Him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise and thanks
and honor and glory for ever and ever.

Holy, Holy, Holy (Sanctus)
C (sings): Holy, holy, holy Lord God of heavenly hosts:
heav’n and earth are full of Your glory!
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest!
Blessed is He, blessed is He,
blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord!
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest!
Jesus’ Words of Institution and Distribution
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C (sings): Amen.
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O Christ, Lamb of God (Agnus Dei)
C (sings): O Christ, Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the
world. Have mercy on us.
O Christ, Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the
world. Have mercy on us.
O Christ, Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the
world. Grant us Your peace. Amen.
Thank the Lord
C (sings): Thank the Lord and sing His praise. Tell ev’ryone
what He has done. Let all who seek the Lord rejoice and
proudly bear His name. He renews His promises and leads
His people forth in joy with shouts of thanksgiving.
Alleluia! Alleluia!
Prayer after Holy Communion
P: Hear the prayer of Your people, O Lord, that the lips which have
praised You here may glorify You in the world, that the eyes which
have seen the coming of Your Son may long for His coming again,
and that everyone who has received Your forgiveness through Word
or through Sacrament may be restored to live a new and holy life,
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who is alive and now reigns with
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and forever.

C (sings): Amen.
Blessing
P: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another.
Serve the Lord with gladness.
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine on
you and be gracious to you. The Lord look on you with favor and
give you  peace.

C (sings): Amen. Amen. Amen.
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Hymn

#347
1. Jesus! and shall it ever be
a mortal man ashamed of Thee?
Ashamed of Thee, whom angels praise,
whose glories shine through endless days?
3. Ashamed of Jesus, that dear Friend
on whom my hopes of heav’n depend?
No; when I blush, be this my shame,
that I no more revere His name.
4. Ashamed of Jesus? Yes, I may
when I’ve no guilt to wash away,
no tear to wipe, no good to crave,
no fear to quell, no soul to save.
5. Till then—nor is my boasting vain—
till then I boast a Savior slain;
and oh, may this my glory be:
that Christ is not ashamed of me.
Acknowledgments

Scripture taken from the HOLY BIBLE, NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION. Copyright © 1973,
1978, 1984 International Bible Society. Used by permission of Zondervan Bible Publishers.

Material reprinted from CW: Service of Word & Sacrament by permission of Northwestern
Publishing House because this congregation has purchased enough copies of CW.
The words of these hymns are in the public domain:
“Lord, You I Love w All my Heart” from CW#434, German words by Martin Schalling, tr by
Catherine Winkworth, alt.
“We Gather Together” from GHF#21, Netherlands Folk Song, tr by Theodore Baker.
“Jesus I my Cross have Taken” from CW#465, words by Henry F. Lyte, abr, alt.
“Jesus! and Shall It Ever Be” from CW#347, words by Joseph Grigg, alt. by Benjamin Francis.

Memory Verse for the Month
Colossians 3:15
Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members
of one body you were called to peace. And be thankful.
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SERVING THE LORD AND US
September 13, 2020
Preacher: Pastor Nathan Cordes 651-448-3559 KnowJesusBetter@StJohnsLakeCity.com
Organist: Joyce Zillgitt
Audiovisual Techs: Chris Fischer, Kristi Gross
Flower Committee for September: Lois Brinkman and Cheryl Glander
Our LES Teachers:
Mr. David Zabel, Principal, Gr. 6-8 Miss Katie Siverly, Gr. PK
Miss Allison Hofland, Gr. K
Mrs. Jamie Fischer, Gr. PK
Mrs. Erin Achey, Gr. 1-2
Miss Molly Ring, Gr. 3-5

THANK YOU Dear members of St. John's; thank you so
much for the warm welcome you have shown me as I
transition into my new role as the Kindergarten teacher. I
have been overwhelmed by the love and generosity shown to
me by so many. Thank you so very much for the thoughtful
pantry shower items and gift cards, and the beautiful cards
with your warm and encouraging words. I look forward to
getting to know more of you and working alongside you all.
Thank you again, Ms. Allison Hofland.
Some of the Ways We Responded to Jesus’ Love
Sunday Morning In-Person Worship Attendance–
50 and 44 plus all who watch the worship video
We thank the Lord for moving us to give generously for the spread of God’s Word!
Monthly financial reports are available on the information desk
or by email or U.S. Mail.

Women’s Evening Bible Study (W.E.B.S.) welcomes you on
September 28, 6:30 PM at 312 W Lyon Ave. To fill us with love
so we can be good to others, we will study God’s Love.
Questions? Please contact Jamie Fischer 920-285-1600.
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BIRTHDAYS this week are; Cole Atkinson, Lisa Schulz, Jim
Sprout, Azlynn Swinnerton, Michael McQuiston, Ron Mickelson,
Vonne Oliver, Steve Yorde, Donna Holst, Bennett Knudsen,
Camden Novak, Jeanette Hoops, Aribella Huneke, Lydia Harteneck,
Dennis Lortscher, Jerry Moyer, Bart Wurst. Please send
corrections and additions to the office Monday - Friday, 8 am - 3
pm at 345-3523 or email office@stjohnslakecity.com.
Opportunities for Learning and Spending Time Together Virtually
September 13, 2020 – September 20, 2020

Sunday
8:00 AM Worship with masks
and Communion
8:00 AM Live-stream of our
service on YouTube
10:30 AM Worship with masks and
Communion
10:30 AM Rebroadcast of 8 AM
service on ch 18
Monday
6:00 PM School Board Meeting
Tuesday
8:00 AM until Noon Reserve your
spot at Sunday’s service
9:30 AM Pastor at Circuit mtg
6:00 PM Administrative Board
Wednesday
8:00 AM until Noon Reserve your
spot at Sunday’s service

Wednesday cont.
9:00 AM Chapel – watch safely
from home
3:30 PM Catechism
7:00 PM Rebroadcast of Sunday’s
service on ch 18
Thursday
8:00 AM until Noon Reserve your
spot at Sunday’s service
Friday & Saturday
Sunday – Christian Education
Sunday
8:00 AM Worship with masks
8:00 AM Live-stream of our
service on YouTube
10:30 AM Worship with masks
10:30 AM Rebroadcast of 8 AM
service on ch 18

CARING HANDS Please note that Caring Hands Quilters
meeting time has changed. The group will meet at 4:00 P.M. on
the last Monday of each month, instead of 2:00 P.M., since the
fellowship hall is being used as a classroom during COVID.
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WE LOVE MISSION WORK because sharing the good news
about Jesus is the main reason why we’re still here. St. John’s
has helped to plant and foster many mission churches through
our mission offerings. It’s great to recharge for outreach right
here in Lake City by reading what our missionaries are posting
to our WELS mission blogs at: https://wels.net/newsmedia/blogs/missions-blogs/. It’s uplifting to remember our
purpose!
NPH St. John’s has a publishing house. Together with our
sister churches in the WELS, we own Northwestern Publishing
House. NPH produces or curates books, music, Bibles, Bible
study materials—just about everything a Christian could need
for walking with Christ or a church could need for a complete
ministry of the gospel.
If you are interested in any of the books described below or
at online.nph.net, contact Krissa in our church office and she’ll
include your item in St. John’s next order from NPH. (Ordering
together lowers the overall shipping costs for everyone.)
Full Accessories of God: The Spirit’s Makeover for Women
by DeLyn Wagenknecht. This is a Bible study for women
based on Ephesians 6:10-17 that shows how God equips
women for faithful service in her full life.
Ten Things to Tell Your Grandkids (Because You Love Them
So Much) by Laura Selenka offers sage advice from
grandparents and scriptural knowledge to help you begin
meaningful, Christ-centered conversations with the
grandkids in your life.

I CAN HELP WITH THAT Serving the Lord and His people
causes joy in many hearts. It also increases a member’s sense
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of ownership of this ministry that the Lord has committed to
members of the church. There are little tasks that need to be
taken care of every week. In some ways the tasks have doubled
because we have gone to two services each Sunday. These
tasks include opening a door as worshipers arrive so they don’t
have to touch the door handle, sanitizing handrails and other
handles, handing out seating assignments, helping people find
their pew, putting away the offering after each service, locking
doors and turning off lights after the second service, delivering
a sermon and a worship folder to some households that don’t
have channel 18 or the internet, etc. If you’d like to take a turn
helping with a task, talk to Pastor Cordes, or better yet write
your name on the sign-up sheet at the info desk.
PSA re FINANCIAL RELIEF If homeowners, renters, or small
businesses can verify being negatively impacted by COVID-19,
they may qualify for a grant with no payback and no strings
attached. Funds available on a first come first serve basis for up
to $5,000 for homeowners/renters and $10,000 for small
businesses. Contact Amy Gusa agusa@semmchra.org or 651565-2638 x 222
THRIVENT HELPING IOWA DERECHO VICTIMS Thrivent is
offering three ways to help out! You can make a donation and
Thrivent will boost it! You can apply to lead a Thrivent action
team, please check the CDC guidelines. Or the third option,
direct choice dollars! For more information call 507-289-6325
or email boxtmntwotivers@thrivent.com
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