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Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost
12 September 2021

8:00 and 10:30 AM

It’s great you’re here because you matter to God.
You also matter to everyone at St. John’s. Moved by God’s love
as seen in Christ Jesus, we want to share the message of God’s
love with as many people as possible.
We love to have Children with us in the pews for worship.
We love babies in worship too because our Savior said, “Let the
little children come to me.” When babies need to cry loudly, the
Parent’s Room (just outside our worship area) is a good place
for them to let it all out so the rest of the worshipers can focus on
God’s Word. Then come back so we can all worship together.
If your hearing aids have T-Coils, set them to “on” and the
service will be piped wirelessly to your ears.
We think it is wonderful when people want to receive Holy
Communion, and we long for the day when all believers will be
able to commune together. Until then, we intend to follow the
loving and Biblical teaching that those who commune together
are to have expressed their unity in faith beforehand. We are
eager to explain all our teachings so people can compare them
with the Bible and, if there is agreement, commune with us after
that time.
We would love to stay in contact with you. You may find a
ministry card on the pew in front of you and fill it out. God
bless your week. Come hear God’s Word with us again!

Welcome!
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—Nikolaus Selnecker

Pre-worship Pondering:

Let me be Yours forever, my faithful God and Lord;
Let me forsake You never nor wander from Your Word.
Lord, do not let me waver but give me steadfastness,
And for such grace and favor Your holy name I’ll bless.
Lord Jesus, my Salvation, my Light, my Life divine,
My only Consolation, to You I all resign,
For You have dearly bought me with blood and bitter pain,
Let me, since You have sought me, eternal life obtain.

Divine Service II
Worship Theme

God Has Done All Things Well.
Let’s Trust Him.

Hymn
Invocation
Pastor: In the name of the Father and
of the Son  and of the Holy Spirit.

Congregation (speaks): Amen.

#238
God’s name and
the sign of the
cross remind us
of our baptism.

Confession of Sins
P: Dear friends, let us approach God with a true heart and confess our
sins, asking Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to forgive us.

C: Lord of life, I confess that I am by nature dead in sin.
For faithless worrying and selfish pride,
for sins of habit and sins of choice,
for the evil I have done and the good I have failed to do,
You should cast me away from Your presence forever. O
Lord, I am sorry for my sins. Forgive me, for Jesus’ sake.
Absolution
P: Christ has died! Christ is risen! Christ will come
again! In His great mercy, God made us alive in
Christ, even when we were dead in our sins.

In John 20:21-23
Christ authorized
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Hear the word of Christ through His called
servant: I forgive you all your sins in the
name of the Father and of the Son  and
of the Holy Spirit.

the church to use
the keys on His
behalf. See also
Ephesians 2:4-5.

C: Amen.
Lord, Have Mercy (Kyrie Eleison)
The Kyrie is one of the oldest worship responses in the Christian church.

P: In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
For the well-being of all
people everywhere, that they may receive from You all they need to
sustain body and life, hear our prayer, O Lord.

C (speaks): Lord, have mercy.
P: For the spread of Your life-giving gospel throughout the world, that
all who are lost in sin may be brought to faith in You, hear our
prayer, O Christ.

C: Christ, have mercy.
P: For patience and perseverance in this life, that we may not lose the
hope of heaven as we await Your return, hear our prayer, O Lord.

C: Lord, have mercy.
P: Lord of life, live in us that we may live for You.

C: Amen.
♫♪ The Gloria In Excelsis
1. All glory be to God on high!
Your name, O Lord, we glorify,
We praise You for Your peace and grace,
Your favor toward our fallen race.
2. Our grateful thanks to You we bring,
for Your great glory, heavenly King,
For all, O Father, You have done
through Jesus Christ, Your only Son.
3. O Lamb of God, to You we pray;
You take all human sin away.

tune: CW582

Christians
praise God by
proclaiming
the great things
He has done to
rescue us from sin.
“Glory to God in
the Highest” has
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Have mercy, Lord, receive our prayer;
from God’s right hand, Your mercy share.
4. You, Christ, are holy—Lord alone;
the Father’s glory You made known.
We by Your Spirit sing again:
“All glory be to God!” Amen.

been a Christian
song of worship
since the
fourth century.

The Word
Salutation

This greeting has deep roots in

P: The Lord be with you.

Christian worship. It marks the

C: And also with you.

beginning of ‘the Word’ section.

Prayer of the Day
P: Lord Jesus, how wonderful it would have been to live in Judea
during the years You walked this earth, teaching the people and
healing the sick. Open our eyes so we can see that in Your Word we
have at least as many blessings as those who saw You in person.
You have done all things well. Help us trust You in every
circumstance.

C: We ask this of You confidently because You are alive and You
rule over all things for our benefit with the Father and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

First Lesson
Acts 3:1-10
1
One day Peter and John were going up to the temple at the
time of prayer—at three in the afternoon. 2Now a man crippled
from birth was being carried to the temple gate called
Beautiful, where he was put every day to beg from those going
into the temple courts. 3When he saw Peter and John about to
enter, he asked them for money. 4Peter looked straight at him,
as did John. Then Peter said, “Look at us!” 5So the man gave
them his attention, expecting to get something from them.
6
Then Peter said, “Silver or gold I do not have, but what I have
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I give you. In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, walk.”
7
Taking him by the right hand, he helped him up, and instantly
the man’s feet and ankles became strong. 8He jumped to his
feet and began to walk. Then he went with them into the
temple courts, walking and jumping, and praising God. 9When
all the people saw him walking and praising God, 10they
recognized him as the same man who used to sit begging at
the temple gate called Beautiful, and they were filled with
wonder and amazement at what had happened to him.
P: You have heard the Word of the Lord.

C (speaks): Thanks be to God!
Verse of the Day

Psalm 126:3

P: Alleluia! Praise the Lord! The LORD has done great things for us,

C: and we are filled with joy. Alleluia!
Gospel
Mark 7:31-37
31
Then Jesus left the vicinity of Tyre and went through Sidon,
down to the Sea of Galilee and into the region of the
Decapolis. 32There some people brought to him a man who
was deaf and could hardly talk, and they begged him to place
his hand on the man. 33After he took him aside, away from the
crowd, Jesus put his fingers into the man’s ears. Then he spit
and touched the man’s tongue. 34He looked up to heaven and
with a deep sigh said to him, “Ephphatha!” (which means,
“Be opened!”). 35At this, the man’s ears were opened, his
tongue was loosened and he began to speak plainly. 36Jesus
commanded them not to tell anyone. But the more he did so,
the more they kept talking about it. 37People were overwhelmed
with amazement. “He has done everything well,” they said.
“He even makes the deaf hear and the mute speak.”
P: You have heard the Gospel of the Lord.

C (speaks): Praise be to Christ!
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Hymn of the Day

#235

Sermon
Jeremiah 38:1-13 (selected)
1
2
Jeremiah was telling all the people, “This is what the LORD
says: ‘Whoever stays in this city will die by the sword, famine or
plague, but whoever goes over to the Babylonians will live. He
will escape with his life; he will live.’ 3And this is what the
LORD says: ‘This city will certainly be handed over to the army
of the king of Babylon, who will capture it.’” 4Then the officials
said to the king, “This man should be put to death. He is
discouraging the soldiers who are left in this city, as well as all
the people, by the things he is saying to them. This man is not
seeking the good of these people but their ruin.” 5“He is in your
hands,” King Zedekiah answered. “The king can do nothing to
oppose you.” 6So they took Jeremiah and put him into the
cistern of Malkijah, the king’s son, which was in the courtyard of
the guard. They lowered Jeremiah by ropes into the cistern; it
had no water in it, only mud, and Jeremiah sank down into the
mud. 7But Ebed-Melech, a Cushite, an official in the royal
palace, heard that they had put Jeremiah into the cistern. 8EbedMelech said to the king, 9“My lord the king, these men have
acted wickedly in all they have done to Jeremiah the prophet.
They have thrown him into a cistern, where he will starve to
death when there is no longer any bread in the city.” 10Then the
king commanded Ebed-Melech, “Take thirty men from here with
you and lift Jeremiah out of the cistern before he dies.” 11So
Ebed-Melech went to a room under the treasury in the palace.
He took some old rags and worn-out clothes to the cistern.
12
Ebed-Melech said to Jeremiah, “Put these old rags and wornout clothes under your arms to pad the ropes.” Jeremiah did so,
13
and they pulled him up with the ropes and lifted him out of the
cistern. And Jeremiah remained in the courtyard of the guard.
God’s Way: Victory after Trouble
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Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was
buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again
from the dead. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the
right hand of God the Father almighty. From there He will
come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit; the holy Christian Church, the
communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection
of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.
As God’s forgiven people…

We Bring a Thank Offering
Even my ability to give generously comes from my generous God.

Prayers of the Church
Installation of Children & Youth Bible Study Teachers

The Sacrament
A note about Holy Communion to all communicants: Members of
our sister churches in the WELS & ELS are welcome to participate
with members of St. John’s. Follow the directions of the ushers to the
communion rail. An elder with a sanitized hand will drop a wafer into
your hands. The pastor will set a cup of wine on the rail in front of
you. If you prefer a gluten-free wafer or grape juice, point at the
container the elder is holding. You may kneel as directed or remain
standing. Baskets for the individual cups are on the short stands as
you return to your place.
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Preface
P: The Lord be with you.

C: And also with you.
P: Lift up your hearts.

C: We lift them up to the Lord.
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.

C: It is good and right so to do.

This greeting with deep roots in
Christian worship also marks the
beginning of ‘the Sacrament’ section.
The three responses of
the Preface are probably
the oldest in the
Christian liturgy.

P: It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places
give You thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting
God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who has called us to be His
own so that we may live under Him in His kingdom and serve Him
in everlasting righteousness, innocence, and blessedness. Therefore,
with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise Your holy
name and join their glorious song:

♫♪ Holy, Holy, Holy (The Sanctus)

tune: CW474
“Sanctus” means “holy.” Possibly sung as early as the second century, the content
of this canticle was in wide use in Christian services by the fourteenth century.

1. O holy, holy, holy Lord God of pow’r and might,
Your glory, earth and heaven in countless ways recite.
Hosanna! Come and save us, Lord God of hosts on high,
and in Your grace and mercy receive our fervent cry.
2. Hosanna in the highest! How truly blest is He
who in God’s name is coming to set His people free!
He comes to bring salvation and with His blood outpoured,
deliver from sin’s bondage—Hosanna, mighty Lord!
Prayer of Thanksgiving
P: Blessed are You, O Lord of heaven and earth. We praise and thank
You for sending Your Son, Jesus Christ, and we remember the great
acts of love through which He has ransomed us from sin, death, and
the devil’s power. By His incarnation, He became one with us. By
His perfect life, He fulfilled Your holy will. By His innocent death,
He overcame sin, death, and hell for us. By His rising from the
grave, He assured our resurrection. Invited by Your grace and
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instructed by Your Word, we approach Your table with repentant and
joyful hearts. Strengthen us through Christ’s body and blood.

C: Preserve us in the true faith until we feast with Him and all
His ransomed people in glory everlasting. Amen.
Lord’s Prayer
Pastor: Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name, Thy
kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us
this day our daily bread, And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive
those who trespass against us, And lead us not into temptation, But
deliver us from evil.

C: For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
Words of Institution
P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night He was betrayed, took bread.
And when He had …
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. C: Amen.

Lamb of God (The Agnus Dei)
Jesus is the Lamb (Agnus) of God (Dei) who was sacrificed for sin once for all.
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Distribution
Distribution Hymns

#310:11-15, #399*, 439*

The Song of Simeon may also be sung during
distribution if communicants are still being served.

♫♪ Song of Simeon (The Nunc Dimittis)

tune: CW474
“Nunc dimittis” means “now dismiss.” Through God’s Word, and again through the
Sacrament, we have seen Jesus the Christ, and like Simeon we find divine peace and
comfort through faith in the Savior.

1. O Lord, now let Your servant depart in peace, assured,
for I have seen Your promised incarnate, saving Word—
the Light that will enlighten all gloom where Gentiles dwell;
the brilliant, crowning Glory of those in Israel.
2. All glory to the Father, all glory to the Son,
all glory to the Spirit, forever Three in One;
for as in the beginning, is now, shall ever be,
God’s triune name resounding through all eternity.
Thanksgiving
P: We give You thanks, O Lord, for the foretaste of the heavenly banquet
that You gave us today in Your Word and again in Your Sacrament.
Through these means of grace You have fed our faith, nourished our
hope, and strengthened our love. By Your Spirit help us to live as
Your holy people until that day when You will receive us as Your
guests at the wedding supper of the Lamb, who lives and reigns with
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You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: Amen.
Blessing
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine on
you and be gracious to you. The Lord look on you with His favor
and grant you His  peace.

C: Amen.
Acknowledgements
Scripture taken from the HOLY BIBLE, NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION. Copyright © 1973,
1978, 1984 International Bible Society. Used by permission of Zondervan Bible Publishers.
CWS: Divine Service II. “Gloria in Excelsis,” “Sanctus,” and “Nunc Dimittis” text © 2006 Stephen

Starke, Concordia Publishing House. “Alleluia Verse” and “Agnus Dei,” music © 2005 Dale
Witte, Northwestern Publishing House. Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-710356.
Pre-Worship Pondering – “Let Me Be Yours Forever” Nikolaus Selnecker, in public domain.

Memory Verse of the Month
Psalm 62:5-6
Find rest, O my soul, in God alone; my hope comes from
Him. He alone is my fortress, I will not be shaken.
SERVING THE LORD AND US
September 12, 2021
Minister: Pastor Nathan Cordes 651-448-3559 KnowJesusBetter@StJohnsLakeCity.com
Organist: Joyce Zillgitt
Audiovisual Techs: Chris Fischer, Kristi Gross
Flower Committee for September: Lois Brinkman and Marilee Hinck
This week’s ushers: (8:00) Tom & Dawn Balow; (10:30) Al & Miriam Holtan
Next week’s ushers: (8:00) P & S Harteneck; (10:30) D & J Lortscher/M Dallman
Our Called LES Teachers
Mr. David Zabel, Principal, Gr. 6-8
Miss Allison Hofland, Gr. K
Miss Katie Siverly, Gr. 1-2

Mrs. Jamie Fischer, Gr. PK-4 & PK-3
Miss Molly Ring, Gr. 3-5
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Some of the Ways We Fed our Faith
Sunday Morning Worship Attendance
73 and 60; plus all who watch the worship video or read the worship materials.
Sunday Bible Class –24
Memorial received: Arlene Grobe: $15 Ladies Aid.

BIRTHDAYS this week are; Cole Atkinson, Lisa Schulz, Jim
Sprout, Michael McQuiston, Ron Mickelson, Vonne Oliver,
Steve Yorde, Donna Holst, Bennett Knudsen, Ryan Marking,
Camden Novak, Jeanette Hoops, Aribella Huneke, Lydia
Harteneck, and Dennis Lortscher. Please send corrections
and additions to the office Monday - Friday, 8 am - 3 pm at
345-3523 or email office@stjohnslakecity.com.
Opportunities for Learning, Serving, and Spending Time Together
September 12, 2021 – September 19, 2021
Sunday
8:00 AM
8:00 AM
9:15 AM
10:30 AM
10:30 AM

Worship w/ Communion
Live-stream on YouTube
Adult Bible Study
Worship w/ Communion
Rebroadcast of 8 AM
service on ch 18 or 13

Monday
6:00 PM School Board Meeting
Tuesday
9:30 AM Pastor at Circuit mtg
6:00 PM Adm. Board Meeting
Wednesday
8:40 AM Chapel—all welcome

Wednesday cont.
3:30 PM Catechism
7:00 PM Choir Rehearsal
7:00 PM Rebroadcast of Sunday
Thursday
Friday, Saturday
Sunday
8:00 AM Worship
8:00 AM Live-stream on YouTube
9:15 AM Bible Studies for adults,
teens, and children
10:30 AM Worship
10:30 AM Rebroadcast of 8 AM
service on ch 18 or 13
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GOOD-BYE, ASH TREES. The city of Lake City came by this week
and sprayed Xs on the ash trees in the parkways between the
church property and Chestnut & 6th Streets. The city worker
informed us that these ash trees will come down this winter and
that the stumps will be ground out in the spring.
An announcement that was supposed to be in the August 22 worship folder:

SAVE THE DATE (1 of 9). October 24 is the start of
something special at St. John’s. It’s called “Welcome Home.”
What is Welcome Home? The secret will be revealed in future
announcements. Watch here next Sunday.
An announcement that was supposed to be in the August 29 worship folder:

SOMETHING NEW (2 of 9). October 24 is the first of fivein-a-row Welcome Home Sundays. What is “Welcome
Home”? It’s like a nice family reunion, except it’s the reunion
of a church. The Bible says the church is like a family. More
info next Sunday.
An announcement that was supposed to be in the Sept 5 worship folder:

REVEALING THE SECRET (3 of 9). This year our church
family (St. John’s) is trying something new. It’s called
Welcome Home. The service on October 24 will show us some
of the places in Scripture where God sees His church as a
family. Welcome Home is our opportunity to make St. John’s
an even better church-family.
And when you read this, you’ll be up to date:

MAKING PREPARATIONS (4 of 9). St. John’s is gearing
up for Welcome Home. St. John’s leaders are inviting all our
members to attend worship at least once during the five weeks
of Welcome Home. You can help make everyone feel
welcome. Think how you would like to be welcomed if you
were coming back to worship after a long absence.
SIMPLE FINANCIAL REPORT is available to on the table to be
picked up. If you would like it mailed to you, please let Liz know.
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PASTOR ANNIVERSARY TO HELP CELEBRATE On September 19,
our sister church, St. John Red Wing, plan to celebrate the 25th
anniversary of Pastor Todd Engel in the ministry of the gospel.
After their 8:00 A.M. service, donuts and coffee will be served.
Then at 9:15 A.M. Pastor Daniel Kramer will give a presentation on
his mission work among Vietnamese people. At the 10:30 A.M.
service there will be special music to God’s glory for the
anniversary celebration. After a short presentation (probably on
Pastor Engel’s 25 years of ministry), there will be a pot luck picnic
at Colvill Park Courtyard on Nymphara Ln. If you would like to
send Pastor Engel a card or a note, here’s the address: St. John
Lutheran Church, 421 East Ave, Red Wing, MN 55066.
CHURCH ANNIVERSARY TO HELP CELEBRATE Christ Lutheran of
Zumbrota invites you to join us in thanking our God for 125 years
of blessings upon our congregation. We will be celebrating on
September 19, 2021, under the theme "Built on Christ as Living
Bricks since 1896."
We will have two special Anniversary services on Sep 19. At 10:00
A.M. our guest preacher will be Pastor Aaron Schrimpf, a son of
our congregation currently serving St. Paul Lutheran Church in
Columbus, Ohio. At 1:30 P.M. our guest preacher will be Pastor
Joel Thomford, also a son of the congregation currently serving as
a recruiter for Martin Luther College. Music will be presented by
the children of Christ Lutheran School, the Adult Choir, the Bell
Choir and a Brass Choir.
A catered meal will be served from 11:00 a.m.- 1:00 p.m. No RSVP
is necessary. There will be historical displays in the church and the
school. We hope you are able to rejoice with us on this day of
celebration.
WELS CAMPUS MINISTRY - Heading to college can be exciting,
stressful, and everything in between. WELS Campus Ministry can
help you stay connected to God’s Word. To begin go to
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wels.net/campus-ministry and click the button “College students
register here.” You can register for free subscriptions to
Meditations devotional booklets and Forward in Christ magazine.
More importantly, registering connects you to the campus pastor
for your school. Students who have previously registered for
WELS Campus Ministry are encouraged to check their profile and
preferences to see if updates need to be made.
SHARING THE BOUNTY - Is your garden producing more
vegetables than you and your household can use? During the
growing season, you may place excess produce on the tables at
the church/school entrance. Thank you for sharing your bounty!
LOST/FOUND – Are you missing anything? There are a few items
on the information table between the two office doors.
CHOIR From Psalm 108: "I will sing and make music with all my
soul. I will sing of You among the peoples."
Any St. John’s member who can sing may join the choir. We
rehearse on Wednesdays at 7 P.M. in the worship area. If you
have any questions, please talk to any choir member or call Joyce
Z at 651-345-2842.
FLOWERS – The flowers “at Jesus’ feet” are place there to the
glory of God by Linda Kohrs as thanks for the first responders on
9/11 whose actions reflect God’s grace in Christ, helping those
who cannot repay, helping just because someone needs rescue,
helping others even at the cost of one’s life.
From our WELS Mission Blog. Growing God's Children by Pastor Dan
Rautenberg, coordinator for our WELS Native American mission field
I blame Adam and Eve. Among all the problems that sprang up when
they listened to Satan instead of God were thorns. Thorns now grow in
the cursed ground with no help from anyone, and they can make life
miserable for everyone.
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Here in Arizona, we are home to approximately 1.2 million different
varieties of thorns. The worst are what my children and I not-soaffectionately call “goat heads.” When we go through months without
rain, we can forget about them on the hard, bare ground. But at the
slightest hint of rain, goat heads come back with a vengeance. They are
tricky, luring you in with little yellow and purple flowers, begging you to
let them grow for a day . But they’re hiding a terrible secret. Those little
flowers can seemingly overnight multiply by a thousand, filling every
square inch of ground with devilish balls of thorns that look like a goat’s
head. They go through bicycle tires, shoes, and pants, and then they
sneak in your house to feed upon rich targets of bare feet. They’re
nearly impossible to kill. Trust me, I’ve tried.
On the other hand, trying to grow something good here requires a great
deal of the sweat God promised. Hours and hours can be devoted to
preparing poor soil, shading plants from the burning sun, and watering
every single day.
It’s just as hard to grow God’s children. In our Native American
Mission Field we operate schools. August marked the beginning of
another school year where our teachers are going to battle and sweat and
nurture and grow the children entrusted to their care. Covid restrictions
make it harder than ever, and not being able to have in-person education
over the last year has put many of our children far behind. The goat
heads of frustration, anger, depression, social awkwardness, and lack of
confidence spring up without any effort on our part. They stab and hurt
and threaten to choke the joy and learning out of the lives of our
students. Our teachers work tirelessly to weed, water, fertilize, and
nurture those growing children with God’s Word, love, patience, and
perseverance.
In a moment of levity before the start of the school year, staff members
at one of our schools were all given capes so they could do the work of
superheroes to help their children this year. Their strength will come
from the Lord! Pray for our teachers, parents, and students as they begin
another year sharing Jesus!
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